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Spencer’  Watson
managed to help 35 of
the - workers - on his
Bronkorstspruit ,feedlo :
to read and write in 80
houts this year  thanks

programmie:
Literati, a basic:lit
eracy programme that
builds on learners’ ex-°
isting knowledge; was -
developed by adult
educator” - Theuns
Horne. Horne says the

gramme’s sUCCess: i

:that it differs from for-
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was: able to hold his
workers’ attention and
1nterest over. the six

erated. For four hours a
week (two sessions of
two hours ¢ach) the »
Beetkor workers were able to progress to
the point where they could (albeit slowly)
read and write in their mother tongue. -
At a hand-over ceremony at the end of
the programme, the workers were excited
to each receive a copy of the bible in Zula
as well as their certrﬁcates The workers
said one of their goals in learning to read..
was to be able to read the bible; . .
Horne says his programme succeeds in
a relatively short space of time because it

the learners. “We find adults generally
have better llstemng skills, -better vocab-
ulary than younger learners as well as an
understandmg of how language func-
tions,” he says. “They have a uhder-, '
standing of syntax, they have better mer

ories and they also. brmg 1mportant hf L
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General manager.of Beefkor f edlot; Spen
newspaper -article: praising Beefkor's successful literacy campaign ‘from
Beefkor worker-John Nkabinde, ‘6ne:of the facilitators of the.course.
skills to the learning situation.” By con-
“trast, a recent study showed that many
' ch1ldrer1 were ‘unable to read and write
-~ after four years of schooling. ’
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r-Watson, receives a framed

Watson said he was happy to be able to
give sucha big present to his workers and
regarded it as vitally important-that all

‘workers operating in the modern, sophis-
| ticated cattle industry be able to read and

write. “It’s important not only for safety in

the workplace but also for their own de-

velopment,” he said. “We regard it as our
contribution to help empower them.”
Peter Farlam . )

- To enquire about the Literati programme

. contact Theuns Horne.at (011) 869 2414 (tele-

'(011) 907 1887 (fax)
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